
 
On Mission with God in Nigeria 

 

“THEY ARE NEW EVERY MORNING; GREAT IS YOUR FAITHFULNESS.” 
  Lamentations 3:23 

 

 The Lord continues to remind us that He is still here with us in Egbe, Nigeria. We get our strength from this 

to continue the work he has called us to do. This is the promise we are holding onto; He will never leave or 

forsake us. We never dreamed we would still be here all this time, and feel safe and at peace. 

As we continue to do the work in Nigeria, we have been able to take some time to go over many things. 

As all around the world, everyone has their own story to tell of the effects of this pandemic, we can be 

thankful to the Lord as every morning as we wake from our sleep, He gives us strength to carry on with the 

task. In many ways we are busier than ever. 

When I think back to when the Pandemic began, much was in upheaval and uncertainty. Many times, the 

question of How: 

How will we continue to do ministry? 

How will we travel?  

How will we function?  

How come?  

Yet each day we have to consider what the Lord brings into our path as we walk with Him, which many 

times can dictate the joy of helping one another. We are not in this alone.  

A little bit about our part of rural Nigeria: we do not necessarily find ourselves in traffic jams, or crowded 

places, but yet there are times when social events dictate a matter of getting together, such as Funerals, and 

weddings. But just the same, steps are taken to limit exposure. Within a culture where social connection is a 

major part of life, this certainly puts a real strain on many people. Yet we continue to move forward.  

       

 

 

Martha has been able to work out the protocols for keeping the school of Music open at a safety level 

keeping things in some form of order. There are wash stations and hand sanitizer and masks given out to the 

students. Classes are small but yet they continue to happen. When children and youth were released from 

regular schools, colleges and universities many parents started sending their children for some sort of training.  

We were full for what we could safely handle– and even had to hire more teachers to keep classes small. 

Keyboard, drums, guitar are some of the lessons that continue. The recording studio has fewer challenges, 

as it is a separate room and producers are usually self-isolating outside the booth anyway.  Computer training 

classes continued as well as the STEM program. What is really busy is the computer café. (no coffee ☺)  

Martha has worked hard to keep this place from being a youth hangout – customers only. This is a place that 

students can get their forms printed, documents typed, and on line registration continues. So even in these 

times the Centenary Building is still very much used well. Youth love to be here to meet with other Christians. 

Martha teaching theory class Practice room  
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      NOT going out to the bush has been a hard decision that has been very difficult to maintain. Some areas 

in the bush houses those who do not want to be seen, (thieves) but other parts of the bush are places to 

gather and present the Hope of Christ in various forms and practical ways. For example, pumps still need to 

be repaired for drinking water.  

During these times we have been able to focus on two particular camps as they are not so deep into the 

bush and the people are very much interested in the message. Bringing Nigerians with a desire for ministry, 

along to work with us is an exciting part of this work. So, we carry on in a form that allows us to still meet our 

neighbour, and bring the light.  Students from Martha’s school have been so eager to be part of this work. 

 

  

 

The government has given the “OK” to resume school in the outside communities that you have helped 

fund and build, starting Sept 14th. This is a good step for the two school buildings we have. The teachers have 

been able to visit weekly but it is not the same as a classroom setting. There are limitations and how we will 

adjust is yet to be determined. We are still working on getting water to the one school location as the drilling 

of the hole in the ground was completed, but the pump and solar panels have yet to be installed as well as 

the holding tanks.  

While we have been visiting some of the closer (in location) camps, we have been able to assist with 

some medical issues and also schooling and some practical skills. One particular camp the little boy who 

suffered with scar tissue restrictions has been limited in coming back to the hospital so his healing has been 

slow. It almost seems like he will need personal physiotherapy, but that is so difficult here as we have only one 

 Café at entrance Teaching in the computers classroom  
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therapist. Yes, that is correct!!! We have a Congolese physiotherapist and her husband is a Surgeon which is a 

really big addition to the hospital. We praise God for their addition, not just their skills but their love of God. 

   

 

The addition of the Physiotherapist and the Surgeon has been a great benefit to the hospital. It has been a 

long time in waiting. Preparing the room for our physiotherapist has just been completed and already her 

days have been very busy. In all of this we are so grateful for your continued prayers.  

 Prayers has been answered. But the complexity and needs of more workers are great, but where do we 

get them? Not just a willing body, but people with passion, knowledge, and lead by the Lord to reach out to 

the lost. Those who are bold enough to speak out the truth of the Gospel. 

 Just a short note for you at this time as how the Lord was able to bring a man and his family (who will soon 

follow) is nothing short of God’s hand. Joshua Thomas is a Nigerian born Fulani who met Jesus. Under much 

persecution he survived and grew strong in the Lord. Bible school graduate, Pastor and now missionary, he is 

known in much of this bush community as Pastor Abubakar. Joshua was here in the Egbe area for many years 

(under another ministry), before he transferred to ECWA in the missionary section as an EMS missionary. EMS 

sent him to Burkina Faso. Under much persecution he left to go to Benin, and that is where I was able to get 

ahold of him to come and see.  

Yes, just come and see. But Joshua was able to introduce me to a number of Fulani camps that I had not 

known yet and much of that is where I met people like the Boy Aliu and others. We are so grateful for having 

Pastor Joshua within our midst and working with us. As we are getting set up, there are a number of things to 

purchase, such as mattresses for his family, cooking utensils, and gas, some furniture (even though he tells me 

he is fine) We have been able to rent a home just this month. 

What has become difficult is that since his family is still in Benin, they will not be able to bring personal items 

and goods as the Nigeria border will charge duty on even used and old things. So, we are starting at the 

beginning. Just the same, we are blessed to have him and work along side of him as well as when his family 

comes to be back here in Egbe.  

Thank you Lord for sending us this worker for you, and Yes we need more…..The harvest is plenty … 

 

As I want to wrap this note up, I can’t help but take you along with me as the Lord takes us on a journey 

with a young lady. Saheed is her name. She lives in one of the camps Joshua has introduced me to, and she 

is a nice young lady. Her English is well spoken as she has completed school at the School of the King in her 

community. Saheed’s mother spoke in Fufulde to Joshua as she explained that her daughter wanted to be a 

nurse and attend the ECWA Nursing school in Egbe, but they were afraid, because it cost much. She 

explained the cost and the fear. She wanted to know if her daughter had a chance, at which I explained 
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that I did not know, but that I would look into this. It wasn’t two days later when I had the opportunity to meet 

with the principal of the Nursing school, at which I explained that I wanted to not be an influence, but I 

wanted to know, cost, and process to enter Nursing. After her explanation, I then told her about Saheed.  She 

said to me that she wanted to meet her, so we did just that, as we rode out to the village and brought her to 

the school office. The Lord was certainly there preparing the way, as we talked and assured her of the 

process and cost. Oh, what Joy and thankfulness Saheed was feeling, and as she told her family they were 

also so thankful. (How was it possible that their daughter was able to meet the “principal” of the nursing 

school personally?) So, with no promise of entrance, as all applicants have to do an entrance exam, she was 

told to prepare herself. Somehow, you might think, So? What is so great about this meeting?  

This is remarkable that a Fulani Muslim is wanting to attend a Christian Nursing school at a Mission Hospital 

complex, where she would live for the next three years if accepted. Surrounded by Christians….Oh the hope 

and the possibilities… As we take this journey together, please pray for this young lady, Saheed.  I cannot tell 

you where this journey will take us, but as long as we give each step to the Lord, I believe that he will guide us 

and lead us the right way. You know about the great work done with the Egbe Hospital Revitalization Project; 

we want you to know that the nursing school also started by Dr. George Campion to supply well trained 

nurses for the hospital built in 1952, is a new project headed up by the same Revit team.  The nursing school 

has become a College and everyday we see the progress in new hostels and buildings.  In fact the hostels 

are right across the road from Centenary Computer Centre where Martha works. 

     We are so grateful ourselves, as we say, how is it possible that we are still here in Nigeria. Working for the 

one who created this all, just how is that possible, and you are able to help us make this possible.  

Thank you again for your prayers and your support in making this all possible.     

     We still hope to be back in Canada soon, as international flights are just starting again.  We need wisdom 

about the right time to book and leave. 

     If you would like to join us in this work, please do, as you consider supporting the ministry and the work.  

Here is a way that you can help us below,  

Don’t forget to pray… 

 

Rick and Martha Bradford  

 

Together, we see God in this place and we have been blessed to join Him in this work. 

Here is the SIM contact information to support us in our work: 

www.sim.ca/missionaries/bradford   missionary number – #031457 

www.sim.ca./projects/FulaniOutreachCenter project - #096310 

SIM Canada 10 Huntingdale Blvd., Scarborough, ON M1W 2S5    1-800-294-6918 

SIM USA P.O. Box 7900, Charlotte, NC 28241-7900 for US tax receipts 

 

If you sense the Lord’s call to help with the ministry and receive a tax receipt, please designate the funds to 

our “ministry” account.  If you want to help with our daily living expenses, and receive a tax receipt, please 

designate the funds to our “support” account.  Please note: “Personal support” is just a personal gift and does 

not get a tax receipt but we are still very much grateful for your support. 

Prayerfully yours, 

Rick and Martha Bradford, SIM missionaries in Nigeria 

http://www.sim.ca/missionaries/bradford
http://www.sim.ca./projects/FulaniOutreachCenter

